
Les raisins de la 
colère 



Contexte historique et idéologique 

• La crise de 1929 

• Le « Dust Bowl » 

• L’agriculture industrielle 

• Dépression et migration vers la Californie 

• Les « Okies », darwinisme social, les 
« rouges » 

 



La crise de 1929 
 





Le « Dust Bowl » 
 



Farmer and sons walking in the face of a dust storm. Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Photographer: Arthur Rothstein. Date: April 1936  



 



L’agriculture industrielle 
 

Dans les années 30, Allis-Chalmers comptait 
promouvoir ses tracteurs via des records de vitesse. 



Orange trees in front yard of fruit farmer. Placer County, 
California. Oranges are not grown commercially 

Dépression et migration vers la                              
Californie 

 



Part of an impoverished family of nine on a 
New Mexico highway. Depression refugees 
from Iowa. Left Iowa in 1932 because of 
father's ill health. Father an auto mechanic 
laborer, painter by trade, tubercular. Family 
has been on relief in Arizona but refused 
entry on relief roles in Iowa to which state 
they wish to return. Nine children including a 
sick four-month-old baby. No money at all. 
About to sell their belongings and trailer for 
money to buy food. "We don't want to go 
where we'll be a nuisance to anybody“ 
 
Dorothea Lange 





Les « Okies », darwinisme social, les 
« rouges » 

 
Two families, fifteen people, from 
Chickasaw, Oklahoma, camped by 
the roadside near Santa Maria, 
California. Heading for the pea 
harvest but stalled because they 
have no money to buy a trailer's 
license 
 
Dorothea Lange 



Three related drought refugee families 
stalled on the highway near Lordsburg, 
New Mexico. From farms near 
Claremore, Oklahoma. Have been 
working as migratory workers in 
California and Arizona, now trying to get 
to Roswell, New Mexico, for work 
chopping cotton. Have car trouble and 
pulled up alongside the highway. "Would 
go back to Oklahoma but can't get along 
there. Can't feed the kids on what they 
give you (relief budget) and ain't made a 
crop there you might say for five years. 
Only other work there is fifty cents a day 
wages and the farmers can't pay it 
anyways." One of these families has lost 
two babies since they left their home in 
Oklahoma. The children, seventeen 
months and three years, died in the 
county hospital at Shafter California, 
from typhoid fever, resulting from 
unsanitary conditions in a labor camp 



White migrant family eating lunch of 
blackberry pie on the highway east of Fort 
Gibson, Oklahoma 



Farmer's wife washing clothes and watching 
son at same time. Note construction of house. 
Near Morganza, Louisiana. Mrs. W.E. Smith. 



Migrant agricultural worker's family. Seven 
hungry children. Mother aged thirty-two. 
Father is native Californian. Nipomo, 
California 



Dirty clothes and flies. American River camp, 
near Sacramento, California 



L’imaginaire et les mythes  
du roman 

• Mythes fondateurs 

• Le mythe du pionnier 

• Le destin providentiel de l’Amérique 

• Le nouvel Adam et l’Eden 

• Le mythe pastoral et la sacralisation de la 
nature 

• Le modèle héroïque et justicier 



Mythes fondateurs 
 

« Les premiers colons américains d’origine anglaise s’établirent sur le sol 
désertique du Massachusetts, fondant ainsi la colonie de Plymouth. »  



Le mythe du pionnier 
 

Des pionniers dans l'Oklahoma en 1893. Library of Congress 



Le destin providentiel de l’Amérique 
 

Enluminure :passage de la mer rouge Bibliothèque nationale de 
France, Département des Manuscrits 

Le Mayflower dans le port de Plymouth peint par 
William Halsall(1882). 

Picture of 
Washington, 
Washington, William 
Q. Force, 1848 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/08/MayflowerHarbor.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Landing_of_the_Pilgrims_(Causici).jpg


Le nouvel Adam et l’Eden 
 

Dürer 

Connecticut River as seen from the French King Bridge in western 
Massachusetts © 2004 Matthew Trump 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Dscn3099_connecticut_river_french_king_bridge.jpg


Le mythe pastoral et la sacralisation de 
la nature 

 

Les Grandes Plaines/ les Rocheuses 



Le modèle héroïque et justicier 
 

Thomas Paine 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/Thomas_Paine.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/Commonsense.jpg


Le modèle héroïque et justicier 
 

Thomas Jefferson 
par Charles Willson Peale 

Georges Washington 
par Gilbert Stuart 

Benjamin Franklin 
par Joseph-Siffred Diplessis 

John Adams 
Par Gilbert Stuart 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/T_Jefferson_by_Charles_Willson_Peale_1791_2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b6/Gilbert_Stuart_Williamstown_Portrait_of_George_Washington.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Benjamin_Franklin.PNG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9e/Johnadamsvp.flipped.jpg


Le modèle héroïque et justicier 
 


